
As we approach the Christmas break, students are continuing to work hard in   
lessons. Year 11 students have just completed their first round of mock exams 
and have nervously received their results on the Mock Results Day on Tuesday 
18th December. In addition, we look forward to discussing their results with   
parents on Thursday 10th January at the Year 11 Parents’ Evening. 

Our Year 13 students have also completed their mock exams and have received 
their results in one to one interviews with Miss Murray (Head of Post-16). Many 
Year 13 students are currently in the process of applying for University and are 
anxiously waiting for their offers to come in. 

I have been very impressed with how well our Year 7 students have settled in to 
life at Aldercar High School. They have quite clearly risen to the many challenges 
that their first term at Secondary School has thrown at them. 

To celebrate the end of the Autumn Term, we will be: 

 having Christmas dinner on Thursday 20th December (at a cost of £2.40); 

 giving students the opportunity to wear a Christmas jumper (for a donation 
of £1.50) along with their school uniform shoes and trousers or skirt on 
both Thursday and Friday;  

 finishing the term on Friday 21st December at 1.45pm (if your child needs 
to stay on the school site until 2.45pm, please contact pupil reception by 
Thurs day 20th December and we will arrange for them to be supervised). 

We look forward to welcoming all students back to school on Monday 7th January, 
at 8:25am. 

With regards to staffing, we are saying farewell to Mr Horst who is retiring    
after completing 32 years of working at the school. In addition Miss Kerry is 
leaving for a promotion as Head of Art. We wish them luck for the future. 

In January we will be welcoming four new members of staff: Miss Cracknell 
(Teacher of Science), Mr Garratt (Teacher of English), Mr Gillies (Teacher of 
Humanities) and Mrs Walford (Teacher of Art). We will also be welcoming back to 
the school Mrs Jepson (Head of Modern Foreign Languages). 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your invaluable support 
over this term and to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  

December 2018 

Mrs C Hatto  Head Teacher 



The reward assembly for the Autumn Term was aimed at all pupils who had      
attained 100% attendance in term one, or had raised their attendance by 15% 
or more from the previous year. 

Two hundred and two students received certificates and the gift of a hot 
chocolate sachet as a reward. 

Attendance levels at the school continue to rise. We have now moved above 
the national average attendance of 94.8%, with the attendance of specific 
targeted groups seeing increases of up to 2.2%. Levels of persistent  absence 
(students who miss 10% or more of school) have dropped 4.8% this year. 

We will continue to support parents and students who are persistent          
absentees by having attendance meetings in school, working with our           
Educational Welfare Officer or referring families to Derbyshire County 
Council services. 

This term the reward assembly will have a Christmas theme and take place on 
the last day of school.  



 
 

Students from Years 5 and 6 and their parents came to have a look around  
Aldercar High School’s open evening in October, and everyone had a great 
evening. The hall was full for the presentation and all the subject areas put on 
a great show of what we have to  offer. Lots of fun was had by all. 

Don’t worry if you missed it: you can arrange a visit whenever it suits you. 

Just give the school a call on 01773 712477. 

The skills shortage in engineering is now        
recognised. Projects are becoming embedded 
within schools that have tried to use a           
combination of creativity and industry to        
enhance the image of engineering to children - 
and particularly to girls. The engineering       
community must recognise and address the fact 
that, despite numerous campaigning initiatives 
over the past 30 years, there has been no       
significant advance in the diversity or make-up 
of the sector. In particular, the gender         
participation of women into engineering must 
change. 

Here at Aldercar High School for more than a 
decade we have encouraged girls to join the     
engineering vocational courses and have had a 
number of girls successfully qualifying at level 2 
grades who have gone on to work with            
Rolls-Royce, Jaguar and local companies, Cullum 
Detuners and Cauntons, so come on girls, give it a 
go! 



We are hoping that some of our students will soon be working 
with a Derby County project called ‘Winning Minds’. The aim of 
the project is to address some of the stigma surrounding      
mental health and to work with the students to understand how 
they can develop their own resilience. We then hope to make 
some of the students ambassadors to work with the younger 
students.  

Students from Nottingham Trent University visited our 
Post-16 students to deliver a session on social media and 
the law surrounding it. It was a very interesting and     
interactive session which the students enjoyed. It 
opened a few eyes to the dangers of the internet, and we 
are hoping that our students can pass on this information 
to younger students across the school to make them 
aware. 

 

All of our Year 13 students have now attended careers interviews with our    
careers advisor. These have been very useful sessions and there has been some 
extremely positive feedback. 
 

 

Miss Murray and Mrs Wilson recently attended the John Flamstead School 
open evening to promote the Post-16 centre. It was a busy evening with lots of      
interest in the courses that we offer. We hope to see lots of new faces in Year 
12 next year.   



Post-16 students enjoyed beautiful weather on their visit to London which  
included visits to: 

 Westminster Abbey for Sociology students to examine Beliefs in Society 

 Tate Modern for Art students 

 National Gallery and National Portrait Gallery for History students as well 
as visiting the spot where Charles I was beheaded 

 Supreme Court for all others to visit the highest court of appeal in the UK 
and for some countries of the Commonwealth. 

All students then toured the Palace of Westminster. They sat in the 
strangers’ gallery in the House of Commons to see the Justice Secretary     
responding to questions and then in the strangers’ gallery of the House of 
Lords to watch the  second reading of a Bill to increase sentences for acts 
preparatory to terrorist attacks. At the end of this tour they met with our  
local MP the Right Honourable Nigel Mills MP (Cons) who answered their    
questions on everything from Brexit and the Irish border, to lowering the    
voting age. 

Finally, we visited Downing Street, where students had their photographs  
taken outside the most famous front door in the world.  



 

Please continue to direct any Wisepay queries to the finance team on    
01773 712477 ext 012.  

Performing Arts Students in the Post-16 centre did a hilarious performance 
of Aladdin for the Langley Mill Junior School, as well as for some Aldercar 
High School Students and parents. The students did an excellent               
performance and the costumes were very colourful. Everyone enjoyed   
watching it. 



On Tuesday 20th November, Emma 
Wayne, an ex-pupil of Aldercar High 
School, now a STEM (Science,          
Technology, Engineering and Maths)  
Ambassador and Graduate Ecologist for 
a company called AECOM, came into 
school to do a presentation for some of 
our Post-16 students, about what her 
job entails and how she progressed from 
GCSE’s and A-levels at Aldercar High 
School to a degree at Nottingham Trent 
University and on to a career in ecology. 

Emma also spoke about her work with the Derbyshire Bat Group, where she 
volunteers as a bat carer and rescues and nurtures injured bats, the picture 
is of a bat which Emma is currently caring for. It will be released when it has 
fully recovered in the spring. 

The Post-16 students found the presentation useful, especially those who 
would  like to follow a similar career path. 

The annual Year 7 recreation of the Battle of Hastings once again                  
occurred. The students surpassed themselves with the quality of armour, 
shields and weaponry that they created. The day was unusually warm and mud 
free for once, but as usual poor Harold died and the Normans came out      
victorious. A Special mention for Michael who played the fearless King       
William and Natalia who starred as the doomed King Harold. An enjoyable and 
frantic afternoon was had by all.    



On the Friday before Remembrance Sunday a group of 
pupils from Aldercar High School attended the service at 
St John's Church. 

Representing the school were the Head Boy and Girl, the 
Deputy Head Boy and Girl and all the House Captains and 
Vice Captains. As well students representing the Army 
Cadets, the RAF Cadets, the Scouts and St John's      
Ambulance attended wearing full uniform. Some of our 
students helped with the reading in a very full Church of 
Aldercar Infant children. We also placed memorial stones 
on the War Memorial that had been made by the Sixth Formers. These       
students had the name of a soldier from the local area who had sacrificed his 
life for our tomorrows. It was a poignant and moving tribute and our students, 
as always, were a  credit to themselves.  

The Post-16 students held a ‘dress to impress’ day for 
Remembrance Day. It was bitterly cold outside and we 
definitely all needed our big winter coats on, it makes 
you think what those poor soldiers had to put up with 
in their wet, muddy, cold trenches. 

Mrs Wilson did a reading and coordinated the two    
minute silence. It was very moving. The outside grass 
area had been decorated with poppies to resemble 
Flanders Fields. 



This half term all of Year 7 had the opportunity to take part in a “Positive 
Power” workshop run by E.ON. During this event they built, charged and     
tested electric vehicles and discussed sustainable living for the future. The 
whole year group did incredibly well and some managed to get their car to 
stop at just 0.4m away from the target! 

After they built their electric cars the workshop moved on to discuss how 
technology like this can be used to help people in a sustainable way. The     
pupils were encouraged to design new technologies that could be used to help 
people with dementia and were introduced to the charity Dementia Friends. 
The designs ranged from robots that help in the house to electronic reading 
glasses with a built in memory prompt. 

Our Year 8 students were tasked with creating an accurate model of the    
human eye for their science homework this term. We had some amazing    
models. The students thoroughly enjoyed this project. Here is a selection of 
the best which came in: 



 

Aldercar High School sports teams have had a busy start to the academic 
year, with Key Stage 4 11-a-side football fixtures dominating the calendar. We 
have seen some outstanding performances from individuals. Although they 
haven’t always equated to team success. League tables are view-able on the 
'Amber Valley School Sports Partnership' website. There will be plenty more 
fixtures in the New Year. A fresh wave of enthusiasm and participation will be 
sought. We will be hoping for a better second half to the season. Thank you to 
all who have played and have assisted staff in these events. 

Year 7 and Year 8 have both attended their respective tournament style     
fixtures. Both have held themselves nobly, and again there have been 
some individual moments of brilliance but these haven't always turned into   
results in our favour. Pupils have enjoyed themselves and we look forward to 
new challenges in the coming year. 

 

In the first week back after half-term, Futsal was the theme of the week for 
all the secondary schools’ competitions. Hosted across the Amber Valley      
region and involving the secondary schools from across Amber Valley, a high 
standard of Futsal was portrayed. 

There was a mixed array of results from the events with some excellent      
notable performances, particularly from the Year 8 team who had to play Year 
9 students. There were demonstrations of resilience. The Year 11 students 
were 3-0 down against Swanwick, however they came back to draw 3-3 in their 
final game. What was evident across the events was the level of constant     
improvement, as players became more coherent and pupils became more 
adapted to the unique requirements of successful Futsal play. It was great to 
see the Year 7 Girls team getting 
their first taste of Futsal. 

Year 7 Boys - 7th 

Year 7 Girls - 5th 

Year 9 Boys - 3rd  

Year 9 Girls - 6th 

Key Stage 4 Boys - 4th 



Before the weather had taken its current cold 
turn, sixteen pupils went to Alfreton Park to 
attend the Amber Valley Cross Country      
Championships. In what is not always the pupils’ 
most favoured event, it was great to see            
enthusiasm and perseverance run throughout 
the team in what was a very cold afternoon.   
Incredible individual performances were from 
Skye Kelsey and James Hicklin who both      
qualified to represent Amber Valley at the   
Derbyshire leg of the event and huge          
commendation goes to them for that achievement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 10th December five students from Year 9 to Year 11 went to Belper 
School to partake in the Amber Valley Secondary School swimming gala. A great 
event was had and our team competed earnestly and came 5th overall in the Key 
Stage 4 category. Team members were Thea Bednall, Holly Maries, Lizzie       
Kenworthy, Ben Hallam and Ryan Torr. 
 

 

Just a reminder to all pupils that lunch-time clubs and after-school clubs are 
continuing in the New Year and it will be great to see attendance at these  
continue. 
Please speak to the PE department if you have any questions. 



This Christmas all four houses are  
joining forces to help our local food 
bank collect items for Christmas   
hampers. 

The Head of House teams would like to 
thank all of our students and their     
families for their generosity with this 
project. 

Each House will be collecting money for 
their respective charity. 

We are aiming to raise money for our individual House Charities. Ormonde 
are raising for Macmillan Cancer Support, Shipley for Heartlink Children's 
charity, Gregg for Help the Heroes and Howitt for Hearing dogs for the 
deaf people.  

 

Our first competition of 2018-19 was the basketball competition which      
comprised of five-a-side teams from each house taking part over two lunch 
times. It was very close match and a tie for first place. 

Gregg and Ormonde – 1st  

Howitt – 3rd    

Shipley – 4th  

 

In November we had an English competition run by Mr Cowdrey. He described 
the Spelling Bee as an incredibly intense and emotional experience.  Here are 
the results: 

Fourth place: Shipley 23 points 

Third place: Howitt 30 points 

Second place: Ormonde 37 points 

First place: Gregg 39 points 

 

Future House Competitions coming up include the staff tug of war at the end 
of this term, the Art department competition in January and the ICT/
Technology competition in March. 

Well done and thank you to all students that have taken part so far this year 
and good luck to staff who will be taking part in the tug of war! 



To commemorate the centenary of the WW1   
armistice the history department took 50 pupils 
from Year 8 and Year 9 to the National Memorial 
Arboretum in Burton-on-Trent. 

The day was a fantastic success (despite the 
rain).  The pupils took part in a workshop on the 
importance of poppies, their symbolism and the 
importance of the money raised in supporting not 
just members of the armed forces but their 
families also. 

Students then interacted with archive boxes to 
find out about the role of different individuals in 
the war and the significant impact they made. 
Students used the source material to deduce   
information and put together a presentation to 
the rest of the class.  

After lunch, students took part in an act of      
remembrance in the chapel, followed by a two   
minute silence to reflect on the day and the   
sacrifice made by so many. This was followed by 
a wet and windy tour of the arboretum where our 
guides talked through many of the memorials.  
Pupils spent a long time finding out about the 
‘shot at dawn’ memorial which was very moving: 
many of the ‘men’ who were shot for cowardice 
were only a year or two older than our students 
and this had a clear impact on many of our      
students. 

Despite the rain we had a fabulous day and the 
students were a credit to the school. We would 
encourage everyone to visit the arboretum, the 
grounds and information centre are fabulous and 
cover many different elements of remembrance, not just WWI.



 

 

 

 

New data published by the Department of Education, shows that the             
attainment gap between deaf children and children with no special educational 
needs has widened.  

Aldercar High School, Hearing Impaired Department are joining the campaign 
to help persuade the Government to put British Sign Language as a GCSE on 
the curriculum.  

To support the campaign we will be performing a British Sign Language flash 
mob performance of the song ‘This is me’ by Keala Settle from The Greatest 
Showman. This song was chosen by Mrs Bobeszko, a Deaf Mentor at Aldercar 
High School: “I have chosen this song as I feel it encapsulates diversity, we 
are who we are, and we all deserve to have the same access and rights as    
everybody.  

 Mrs Bunting, the school’s co-ordinator for the Hearing Impaired, said, “We are    
hoping our local infant school, junior school and local community will join us, as 
we would like as many people as possible to get involved to help us highlight the 
campaign.” 

The Hearing Impaired team are running a practice group after school on   
Thursdays for students and teachers wanting to get involved and learn the 
signs. For those who are unable to attend the sessions, the signed song can be 
found on YouTube (Aldercar High) to enable access at home. “I’m hoping with 
the school’s support and the teamwork of Aldercar High School we will be able 
to perform the flash mob by the end of the year,” said Mrs Bobeszko. 

After a discussion with the students at Aldercar High about the campaign and 
idea, the students were very excited about this prospect. One student said 
“This is a great opportunity for us, if we are successful in this campaign it will 
give us more options when choosing for our GCSE’s, which in the future will    
increase our higher education and career opportunities”. 



Thursday 11th October was the date of the Derbyshire 
and Nottinghamshire Schools Angling Championship 
2018 held at Aldercar Fishery. 

Mr Briggs and Mr Iddon accompanied Tyler Kelly-Hurst, 
Tyler Birch, Joshua Richards and William Crisp to take 
part in the match fishing competition. The students are 
all competent anglers and, despite Tyler Birch having 
holes in his net, they all caught a good weight of fish,. 
Tyler Birch was very lucky that no fish escaped from 
his net. 

Overall the boys came 2nd, beaten only by Swanwick 
Hall who are the current Schools National Champions 
and have a National Angling Champion on their team. 

 

On Thursday 22nd November a coach of students 
from across the year groups visited Leicester’s 
Curve Theatre to see a West End touring         
production of Les Miserables. It has been 10 
years since the musical toured to Leicester. The 
tour was completely sold out. We were one of the 
lucky schools to get tickets. 

Les Miserables is a musical based on a novel by Victor Hugo. It tells the story 
of the misfortune and fortunes of Jean Valjean and how he tries tirelessly to 
help others. The musical show is entirely sung and accompanied by a talented 
band. The stage show lasted almost three hours and students were well      
behaved throughout. 

Les Miserables facts; it has been seen by over 120 million people, performed 
in 45 different countries and in 22 different languages. 



 Event Date 
Last day of term 21st December 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 24th December-4th January 

Students return 7th January 

Year 11 Parents evening and Post-16 tours 10th January 

Year 13 mocks 14th-23rd January 

House Challenge - Futsal 14th January 

House Council meeting 16th January 

Year 9 Assessment week 21st January 

AR Rewards Trip 22nd January 

School Council meeting 23rd January 

Post-16 Open Evening 30th January 

House Challenge - MFL 4th February 

Year 12 Parents evening 6th February 

Year 10 Parents evening 12th February 

Year 7 “Waste Watchers” performance 13th February 

Year13 Tutor Review-School closes to students at 1.45pm 15th February 

Last day of half term 15th February 

HALF TERM 18th - 22nd February 

Students return and Year 10 Geography field trip 25th February 

Year 9 Parents evening and Year 13 Finance evening 27th February 

Year 11 Mocks 2  4th - 18th March 

Post-16 ERF Centre Parcs Trip 4th - 8th March 

House Council meeting 6th March  

Year 9 options evening and World Book Day 7th March 

House Challenge - ICT/ Technology 11th March 

Year 9 options deadline and School Council meeting 13th March 

Year 13 National Apprenticeship show 18th March 

Year 8 Parents evening 21st March 

House Challenge - Humanities 26th March 

Sports Relief 29th March 

Year 11 Mock results day  1st April 

House Challenge-Dodgeball 8th April 

House Council meeting 10th April 

Last Day of Term 12th April 

EASTER BREAK 15th-26th April 


