
Once again, this term has been an extremely busy one for our students and staff. 
The summer term has been dominated by the Year 11 and Year 13 public exams.  
On the back of last year’s record GCSE exam results, this year’s Year 11 have had 
a lot to live up to, but they did not disappoint. Students have worked tirelessly 
throughout the year to achieve their very best with the support of their     
teachers. We wait with baited breath to see if their efforts have paid off. In   
addition, Years 10 and 12 have undertaken mock exams and are eagerly awaiting 
their results. 

Years 10 and 12 are currently out on Work Experience and their Tutors are busy 
visiting them in the work place. We look forward to students returning to school 
for the final week of term so that they can feed back to us their experiences of 
the world of work. 

Years 6, 11 and 12 have experienced a variety of events that are aimed at         
ensuring their transition in to the next phase of their learning is as smooth as 
possible. Events have included Induction Days, University visits and UCAS    
workshops.  

Once again, a number of our students have accessed a variety of trips. Field trips 
have included the Year 12 Biologists studying biological samples at the Cranedale 
Centre in North Yorkshire as well as Year 9 students visiting Heanor for their 
GCSE Geography Fieldwork on clone towns. Work with universities has included a 
Year 10 trip to Nottingham University to celebrate women in maths, a Higher   
Education exhibition at Sheffield University as well as Nottingham Trent        
University delivering a UCAS workshop for Year 12. 

Links with our feeder primary schools have strengthened this year and the      
various activities which have taken place have been particularly beneficial. Our 
primary students have accessed specialist equipment and engaged in learning new 
and interesting things, whilst Aldercar High School students have been given    
opportunities to demonstrate their very capable leadership skills.  

As we approach the end of the year we will be saying farewell to some staff. I 
would like to express my appreciation to these staff for their hard work during 
their time at Aldercar High School and on behalf of everyone at the school I wish 
them the very best of luck for the future. In addition, there are some staff who 
are taking on new challenges within school and we look forward to working with 
them in their new roles. 

It has certainly been a very busy first year for me, and I would like to thank all 
of the staff for their hard work this year as well as the students who have made 
me feel very welcome. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge your invaluable     
support over this academic year and to wish you and your family a very enjoyable 
summer break. I look forward to seeing you again on September 4th refreshed 
and raring to go. 

July 2018 

Mrs Hatto  Head Teacher 



On Thursday 21st June, the Year 12 students         
attended the Higher Education Exhibition at 
Sheffield University to give them the chance to 
explore a range of academic and career            
opportunities.  

The university had hundreds of representatives 
and employers from many different sectors, to   
allow the students to discover a future that is 
right for them. 

Throughout the day, the students attended topical seminars and inspirational 
talks, including helping them to understand the UCAS application process. 
They also had the opportunity to meet current students to get their opinion 
of university.   

During the week beginning the 9th July, the Year 12 students have the         
opportunity to complete a week of work               
experience. The students involved have worked 
hard to find a placement of interest and they are 
looking forward to finding out more about the 
roles and responsibilities of their chosen job.  

We wish them all well and look forward to their 
stories when they return to school.  

On Tuesday 12th June, a representative from Nottingham Trent University    
delivered a UCAS workshop to the Year 12 students. The session allowed the 
students to gain a better understanding of the UCAS process and dispelled 
some of the myths linked to university.  

Students who believed they would never have the opportunity to go to       
university were changing their mind and exploring their options. As a follow 
up, we have a Personal Statement writing workshop that will be delivered to 
all Year 12 students to prepare them for important UCAS deadlines.  



On July 2nd and 3rd, the Year 11 students were involved in two taster days 
within Post-16. The aim of the days was to allow students to visit different 
subject areas to sample the courses before joining us to study in Year 12.  

The two days were well attended and there was very positive feedback from 
both staff and students. They have been given research topics to complete 
over the Summer holidays ready for their return in September. 

 Year 12 Biology students attended a 
field course at the Cranedale Centre 
in North Yorkshire on Wednesday 11th 
July until Friday 13th July. They were 
studying biological sampling techniques 
in various locations including coastal, 
river, chalk/downland and a trout 
farm. They were also capturing snails 
and small mammals and releasing them. 



Maths Club meets every week on Thursdays after school. Over the last half 
term we have been working on projects to create PowerPoint presentations 
on famous Mathematicians, like Pythagoras or Alan Turing. The PowerPoint 
included a short biography of their life, a piece of writing about who they 
were and what they did. We added quizzes and pictures to our  
finished piece which took two weeks to complete. We then took 
it in turns to present our presentations to the group. 

Next year we are hoping to enter some maths competitions and 
will be doing our best to win them! 

 

On Friday 29th June 2018, Year 9 students went on a Geography fieldwork 
trip to Heanor. We went to find out whether Heanor is a clone town. A clone 
town is a town, which is identical to another one with chain stores, which are 
all over the country.  

When we arrived in Heanor, we went around taking a tally on types of shops 
and whether they were independently owned or a chain store. As well as   
taking a tally on types of stores, we also had to take a tally on types of   
housing-whether they are detached, semi-detached, terraced or flats. We 
also recorded house prices for these by looking in estate agent windows. 

It was extremely hot whilst we were there, which caused Mr Parry to put his 
worst pair of sunglasses on! In conclusion, we found out that Heanor is not a 
clone town because it has a lot of independent stores, housing is cheaper and 
there are a lot more flats and terraced houses than England’s national       
average. 

On Wednesday 27th June, fifteen of our Year 10 top set girls attended     
Nottingham University for a Celebration of Inspirational Women in Maths. 
During the day, the students participated in a series of workshops and talks 
which they could get involved with to discover how Maths is used in a real life    
context. 

The workshops ranged from an initial welcome talk with 
molecular biology expert, Dr. Emily Grossman; an activity 
with Rolls-Royce discussing degree level ideas; a    
demonstration on Maths in fashion as well as a practical 
talk on Dragon Maths, where the girls went head to head 
in a race to see who could make a dragon the fastest by 
solving a list of Maths problems. 

All this was with the aim of encouraging young people,        
especially girls, to select careers in Maths and Science 
in the future. It was an interesting day. 



On Thursday 7th June we travelled to London on the train. We then got on the 
fast and overcrowded underground to the Park Hotel and went to Wimpy for 
something to eat. 

The next morning, I had to get up at 4:15am, excited to be going to the 500 
word competition final. We thought if we went early we would be able to sit at 
the front. We were wrong. We ended up having to queue for an hour and then 
still had to sit at the back, which was Ok because the chairs were tiered so we 
had a good view. 

The final, presented by Chris Evans, had live music and 
celebrities reading stories, with the six winners       
announced by celebrity narrators, including David   
Walliams and Dara O'Briain. There was fantastic music 
from John Newman, Alexandra Burke and Bastille.   
After the winners were announced, we were given free 
access to Hampton Court for the rest of the day!  

We even got to see the Duchess of Cornwall riding 
along in the car from the film Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 

It was a truly enjoyable experience to be able to go to 
the 500 words final. 

I am delighted to report that attendance to school has risen by 1% this year 
to 94.3%.  

I would like to thank every pupil and parent for sending their child into 
school despite this year being a particularly bad year in terms of a winter 
vomiting bug, snow days and an extended period of hot weather. Rewards 
have been given out to pupils with 100% attendance. Year 11's received a 
free ticket to their prom if they had 100% attendance and exceptional      
attendance was also a requirement to gaining a letter to the end of year trip 
to Alton Towers.  

We are continuing to work alongside the 
Educational Welfare Officer to support 
parents of pupils whose attendance to 
school drops below 90%. Next year our 
aim is an average of 95% which would 
make us one of the best attended 
schools in the country. 

 



 

On Tuesday 12th June Mr Travell and 
Mrs Powdrill took 15 Year 10 BTEC 
Sport students to the Nature Valley 
Open Tennis Championship in              
Nottingham.  

We had a great day out and got to 
watch some high quality Tennis on   
Centre Court, as well as taking part in 
some tennis challenges and playing 
some tennis ourselves. 

We are looking forward to playing 
some Tennis on the new courts in 
school soon! 

 
 

Over the summer term, our Year 7 and Year 9 Rounders' teams have entered 
the District Rounders’ tournaments at Belper School and Ripley Academy. 
The girls all played really well and benefitted from playing in a competitive 
tournament.  

I know they are looking to playing again next year! 

This year Aldercar High School did a cycling 
marathon for Spots Relief, to raise money and 
get active. 

Students took turns in cycling for ten minutes 
each and collected sponsor money. 

The total amount we raised was £944.42. 

A huge thank you to everyone who took part. 



 

Throughout the year we have had five different lunchtime sports clubs that 
have seen us break away from the traditional indoor football to offer a more    
varied range of activities. It has been great to see numerous people attending 
and getting involved in the activities and we will be looking to run a similar set 
of activities/sports next year. Whilst pupils have been taking part, it has 
been great to see the progression in their abilities. 

Any feedback is always appreciated as we put together next year’s             
programme.  

 

On Tuesday 19th June the PE Department took 63 students from Years 7-10 
to Moorways Athletics Stadium in Derby to compete at the Amber Valley 
District Athletics competition. Students took part in a range of track and 
field events throughout the day competing against the other 7 secondary 
schools in Amber Valley and the day culminated in the much anticipated     
Relays! Students worked really hard and demonstrated some really good 
skills and techniques on the day.  

Strong individual performances came from:  

1st  Daniel Marriott  Yr 10 Boys High Jump 

1st  William Howson  Yr 10 Boys Shot 

1st  Lucy Buck   Yr 7 Girls Shot 

1st  Skye Kelsey   Yr 9 Girls 800m 

2nd  Ryan Mulford  Yr 9 boys Hurdles 

2nd Brooklyn Bullock  Yr 9 Boys 200m 

2nd Kierna Harwood  Yr 10 Boys 800m 

2nd  Abby Taylor   Yr 9 Girls 200m 

2nd Morgan Phillips  Yr 9 Girls Discus 

3rd Sky Keats   Yr 7 Girls Discus 

3rd Molly Mason Barratt Yr 8 Girls High Jump 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Indoor 
Hockey 

Badminton & 
Table Tennis 

Year 11 Basketball Dodgeball 



 

On Monday 16th July, Aldercar High School will host their annual Sports day.     
With field events being held in the morning and track events being held in 
the afternoon. Aldercar High School’s finest athletes will be competing to 
gain points for their respective houses. 

Last year it was Ormonde who won the Sports Day events. Will they be able 
to hold the title for another year or will another House steal the glory? 

 

As the great transformation of Aldercar 
High School comes to an end, we have        
acquired numerous new sporting facilities. 
Despite having to wait a long time, the       
opportunities and new spaces for next year 
promise to make the wait worth it. Pupils will 
have access to these new facilities both   
during lessons and lunch and we look forward 
to seeing their use being maximised. 

MUGA – The Multi-Use-Games-Area includes 
three new tennis courts, two new netball 
courts and a new outdoor basketball court. 
There will also be space to play football. The 
surface is laid, the lines painted and we are 
now just waiting for the new fence to       
surround it. Opening September 2018. 

Playground basketball hoops – two new     
basketball hoops have been put in with     
basketball ‘keys’ painted on. Pupils are now 
already benefiting from these at break and 
lunch. 



Over the last half term, a selection of Aldercar High 
School Year 10 BTEC Sport students and some Year 9 
students have been assisting in local primary sports’ 
days. 

Marlpool Junior School, Marlpool Infant School and   
Aldercar Infant School have held their sports days at 
Aldercar High School on the All Weather Pitch. 
The  students have led  a range  of  physical  activities 
designed for primary students. They have encouraged 
them to be active and engage in physical activity. They 
worked with the students exceptionally well and         
developed a range of skills, including organisation,    
communication and empathy.       
Well done everyone! 

Since the beginning of the Summer Term, Year 7 students have been taking 
part in a Humanities Film Club on Thursdays after school. The students were 
chosen by their Humanities teachers for their good behaviour, attitude and         
attainment over the year.    

Spread across 6 weeks we have watched a mix of films from Bruce Almighty 
to Dunkirk.   

The students have had a lot of fun, popcorn and     
perhaps a far too great an interest in Harry Styles' 
role in Dunkirk!  Students have brought squash,     
popcorn and other snacks!    

Well done to everyone. I look forward to welcoming 
more students in September and watching a lot more 
movies! 



The week beginning Monday 9th July is the week our Year 10 students go to 
get a taste of what work is like. There are many different work places for 
them to experience such as schools, nurseries, vets, offices and factories. 
They will also be  gaining new skills as well as getting the chance to see what 
sort of future career they would like to pursue. 

The listening bus came to visit the Hearing Impaired department at Aldercar 
High School on Wednesday 27th June. 

When you go inside the Listening Bus 
you can try the technology, listen to 
music and hear all different sounds. 
You can play games and feel             
vibrations. There’s a  lot to do. If you 
like the technology, you can borrow 
some things for free, from alarm 
clocks to headphones. There are lots 
of items to choose from. Music   
technology can be borrowed for 3 
months, the rest can be borrowed 
for 1 month. 

We really enjoyed the Listening Bus. 

The school has for a few years offered an on-line payments system called 
Wisepay as an option to parents when paying 
for school trips and activities. 

What this means for you: 

School no longer accepts cash or cheque payments from parents/
students for school activities (however, this does not affect topping up   
dinner money. You can use WisePay to do this).  

All students have been issued with a username and password in the past. If 
you require a copy please email Wisepay@aldercarhigh.co.uk or call the       
finance office on 01773 712477 extension 012. 

If you have any concerns about moving on to this system for any reason 
please speak to the Finance team on the above number and they will be   
happy to help you. 



This year our Houses are joining forces to do one big charity event. 

Each House will be collecting money for their respective charity but we will 
all be taking part in a fun run to Russia. 

We aim to cover the distance it would take to get from Langley Mill to     
Volgograd in Russia, which is around 4059Km by road. Volgograd is the host 
of the FIFA World Cup. Everyone will be doing 6km, students and staff, and 
can choose whether they run or walk, it is at their own pace. 

We aim to raise money for our individual House Charities. Ormonde are     
raising for Macmillan Cancer Support, Shipley for Heartlink Children's   
charity, Gregg for Help the Heroes and Howitt for the RSPCA. 

The 6km walk/run will be completed around school on the afternoon of 
Wednesday 18th July. Wearing a football kit is encouraged! 

If students bring some change, an ice cream van may be on site. 

We need from relatives and friends donations. You can donate on Wisepay 
via the school website, but don’t forget to pick the house your child        
represents. Alternatively there is a one morning cash only time on Friday 
13th July, before school in the Sports Hall, for you to send cash in with the 
students. 

 



On Thursday 19th July 190 of our students will be going to spend a thrilling 
day at Alton Towers Theme Park. Students have been invited to attend if 
they have a good attendance (over 95%) and have the lowest amount of     
demerits. 

Who will be riding the Runaway Mine 
Train or getting wet on the Congo    
Rapids? With over 50 rides and     
attractions there’s bound to be 
something for everyone. We hope 
students have a fantastic day! 

 

  

 

 

 

Our Awards Celebration Evening will be held in the 
School Hall on Tuesday 17th July at 6pm. You will have 
been invited to come along if your child has been      
nominated to receive a Commendation Certificate to 
celebrate their success over the last academic year. 
There will be refreshments afterwards in the Dining 
Hall. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Aldercar High School students from Year 11 have now completed their final 
GCSE exams and BTEC courses. They have a long Summer ahead of them, 
when they will be preparing for Sixth Form, College or an Apprenticeship. 

Students celebrated with a Prom Night at Morley Hays on Friday 29th June, 
and wow, they all looked fantastic! Some of them even managed to get free 
prom tickets if they had 100% attendance at school. Also, some were drawn 
out of a hat to win the cost of their prom ticket or the cost of a leavers 
hoodie if they had attended 10 or more after school revision sessions. 

We would like wish them all the best with their exam results. Results day is 
Thursday 23rd August. We also wish them all the best for their future.  



Some of our staff are moving on to pastures new or retiring at the end of term. 
We would like to say farewell and best wishes to Mr Firth, Mrs Jepson, Mrs 
Oates, Miss Pacey, Miss Peplow, Mrs Whorwood and Mrs Winsor.  

We would like to welcome some new members of staff in September, who we are 
looking forward to working with us: 

Miss K Barnes - Teacher of ICT and Computing 
Miss S Berridge - Head of English 
Miss C Bradley - Specialist Teaching and Learning Assistant (Hearing Impaired 
department) 
Mr I Grant - Teacher of Science 
Mr S Jackson - Technology Technician 
Mrs K Temple - SENCO 
Mr H Waite - Temporary Teacher of Science (to cover maternity) 

Congratulations to; 

Mrs Newton on the birth of her little boy, Ruben 
Mrs Bennett - Head of House full time 
Mr Travell - Head of House full time 
Miss Hannon - Deputy Head of Science 
Miss Kerry - Careers and Guidance 
Mrs Kearon - Examinations Officer 
 

 

The paper recycling project has gone well this term. Each 
classroom and office now has its own paper recycling box. 
The student reception empty the boxes into the paper      
recycling bins onsite on a weekly rota.  



 

We are delighted to be coming to the end of the 
build programme which has had over £17 million     
invested in new facilities over the last 10 years.           
Previously, a number of our buildings were     
acknowledged as being amongst the worst in the 
county. Now we are fortunate to have state of the 
art facilities across the school for our pupils and 
the community. 

The car park at the front of the school opened up 
at the beginning of June and a new school sign will 
soon be installed at the front of the school. 

At the rear of the school, the tennis courts have 
been resurfaced and 2 sets of basketball hoops 
have been installed for students to use at break 
times. Henry Brothers expect to vacate their 

compound at the top of the main drive very soon. This area will provide     
overspill car parking. 

It is a very exciting time for Aldercar High School 
as our results last year have placed us as one of the 
fastest improving schools for student progress. Now 
coupled with a magnificent learning environment, it 
bodes well for the future. This year has seen a    
considerable increase in applications to Aldercar 
High School, due to the significantly improved      
outcomes and brand new facilities. 

Finally, after 10 years of development, the 
school site should be free of any form of major 
building work, It now offers a fantastic array of 
specialist facilities to inspire our students, as 
well as outstanding recreational areas for our 
students to enjoy. 

We would like to thank all those involved in the 
rebuilding of Aldercar High School, past and 
present, for their valuable contributions. 



Students recently celebrated the      
rebuild of the school by burying a time 
capsule containing a collection of     
memorabilia at the front of the school 
grounds. The ceremony was attended by 
Local Authority representatives along 
with photographers. Derbyshire County 
Council has supported and coordinated 
the new build which has seen over £17 
million invested in the redevelopment of 
the site. 

The school’s logo is of a mill wheel and a 
small one stands near the entrance to 
the school to reflect the history of our 
community. 

Photograph by Andrew Eyley 



 Event Date 
Trip to Alton Towers 19th July 

Last day of term 20th July 

SUMMER BREAK 23rd July-31st August 

Summer Exam Result Day-Key Stage 5 16th August 

Summer Exam Result Day-Key Stage 4 23rd August 

Inset Day 3rd September 

Students return 4th September 

House Challenge - Basketball 17th September 

School Photographs 24th September 

Year 13 - Subject UCAS References in 28th September 

House Challenge - Spelling Bee 1st October 

Year 5 & 6 Open Evening  4th October 

Inset Day  4th October 

Inset Day 5th October 

Year 11 Tutor Review. School closes at 1.45pm 8th October 

Post-16 Trip to London 9th October 

Parents Literacy Evening 11th October 

Post-16 Open Evening 17th October 

House Challenge - Tug of War 18th October 

Year 10 Review. School closes at 1.45pm. 23rd October 

Year 13 Parents evening 23rd October 

Last day of half term 26th October 

HALF TERM 29th October-2nd November 

Students return. House Challenge - Art 5th November 

Year 11 revision evening 7th November 

Post-16 Remembrance Dress to Impress 9th November 

Year12 Tutor Review. School closes at 1.45pm 14th November 

Year 11 Mock exams start 26th November 

House Challenge - Science 27th November 

Year 7 Tutor Review. School closes at 1.45pm 29th November 

House Challenge - Maths 3rd December 

Year 13 UCAS Application Deadline 7th December 

House Challenge - Staff Relay 13th December 

Year 11 Mock results day 14th December 

Last Day of Term 21st December 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 24th December-7th January 


