
This term has been an extremely busy one for both our students and our parents. 
It has been pleasing to see so many parents coming in to school for the various 
year group Parents’ Evenings to talk about the progress that students are making 
in their subjects. In addition, it has been good to see parents attending Tutor     
Reviews so that the more rounded aspects of school life are also talked through 
in a drive to improve, for example, student attendance, punctuality to school and 
behaviour.  

The Spring term started with our Year 11’s receiving their Mock results in a one 
to one interview with senior staff. Students discussed their results as well as 
ways that they can improve over the next few months in order to be successful in 
their Summer exams. The day was then followed up with Parents’ evening so that 
parents were involved in the strategies that students need to deploy so that they 
are successful. Year 11 students have just completed their second set of mocks 
and we are looking forward to meeting with students in order to refocus their 
progress for the weeks leading up to the completion of their exams. 

As we approach the Easter holidays, our Year 11 and 13 students sitting terminal 
exams in May and June are working increasingly hard on revision. All Year 11    
students are expected to attend the intervention sessions after school. Details 
of further booster classes running in May and June will be communicated to    
parents early next term.  

Year 10 and 12 students have been busy securing placements for their work      
experience in July and have been receiving guidance from staff where issues have 
occurred. We look forward to students going out on their placements so that 
they can experience the world of work, hopefully in a sector that they are         
interested in. 

Our Year 9 students are just embarking on their options process. Once again it 
was lovely to see so many students and their parents attending the rearranged 
Options Evening in order to get to grips with the subjects on offer. We look   
forward to students handing in their forms so that we can build their timetables 
for Key Stage 4. 

A number of students have accessed a variety of trips. Oversees experiences 
have included a 3-day trip to the First World War Battlefields of Northern 
France and Belgium and a weeklong Ski trip to Tarviso in Northern Italy. More  
locally, a group of Post-16 students have been to Center Parcs to develop their   
independent and social skills and Year 10 Geographers have visited Heanor for 
their Human Fieldwork looking at Clone Towns. I would like to take this             
opportunity to thank our staff for their dedication in ensuring that our students 
greatly benefit from these experiences. 

It is pleasing to see so many students being involved in the Inter-House          
challenges and the energy with which students engage in the various activities. 
We are looking forward to the activities planned for Sports Relief where        
students and staff are involved in a variety of activities in order to raise money 
for the cause.                    

March 2018 

Mrs Hatto  Head Teacher 



On Friday 9th March, forty four Post 
16 students visited the University and 
Apprenticeship Fair at the King Power 
Stadium in Leicester. 

This was an opportunity for the        
students to explore options to help 
with future career choices. 

The many different stands offered    
information on the variety of degree 
courses and apprenticeships on offer 
from Loughborough University to Oxford. 

Students made the most of the day by gathering lots of different literature 
to help them decide their next move forward. A good day was had by all. 

Dean, the Camps International 
representative, has been working 
with Post 16 students and their 
parents to offer the amazing  
opportunity to spend 4 weeks out 
in Borneo next summer. 

Students have the chance to 
take part in exciting              
conservation  projects including 
reforestation and supporting the 
local communities. 

The students are being given lots 
of support to help them to    
fundraise the money needed to 
go and help make a difference. 

Emily Severn in Year 12 has already begun her fundraising journey, so please 
look out for upcoming events. Any sponsorship will help her to help others. 
We wish her all the best. 



Our event was hosted by Sixth Former Elliott 
Stockdale who confidently introduced and          
Interviewed Mr Parry, Miss Pacey, Miss Kerry and 
Miss Hannon as they read from, and talked about, 
their favourite books.  Our librarian Mrs Lane was 
on hand to provide fun activities throughout.   

The 'Beast From the East' was unable to put a 
stop to our World Book Day celebrations! Students 
and staff spent a fantastic lunchtime on Thursday 
8th March enjoying books and reading. 

Keep enjoying reading in 2018 and talk to your teachers about their          
favourite books! 

Scientific research shows clearly that a student who reads regularly for 20 
minutes per day is far more likely to be successful at GCSE level and beyond.  

This is one of the reasons why, in addition to the Accelerated Reader         
Programme, we have also introduced DEAR (Drop   
Everything And Read) Time this year for all Year 7 and 
8 students    within a weekly rotating lesson. 

Students are now getting the opportunity to read for 
20 minutes every day..… and they are loving it! 

We hope that this new initiative will ensure further 
progress for students and also encourage and nurture 
a love of reading that will continue into adulthood.  

 

In February, a number of Year 7 and 8 students        
entered BBC Radio 2's annual short story competition.  

They all worked hard to create and develop imaginative 
stories using only 500 words. 

Their stories have been uploaded and they received a 
certificate signed by Chris Evans. 

We are waiting to hear if any of our students have been 
successful.......well done and good luck to all who         
participated!  



Students are continuing to work well and we are enjoying being in the new 
building!  

Please keep helping the students with their language learning by helping 
them to learn new words from their vocabulary books. 

All the Year 11 students have done four mock exams in Languages this term. 
They are currently sitting their mock speaking exam in preparation for the 
real exam after Easter.  We will send you a text after Easter which will tell 
you when their actual exam is. It will take place between the 9th of April 
and 11th of May. 

Please ensure the students do some revision over the holidays, they need to 
learn and prepare answers for the general conversation - all students have 
booklets. They also need to practise describing photos and doing role plays.  
Spanish intervention takes place every week on a Thursday after school 
from 2.45 – 3.30. French takes place every Tuesday lunchtime. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

The Project involved eighteen of our fantastic 
Year 8 and 9 students. 

They took part in workshops which included 
dance, drama, physical theatre, singing and      
music, concluding with a final performance for 
friends, family and staff. 

The students did themselves and Aldercar High 
school proud. 

Well done ladies!  



 
 

On the last weekend of term in December, 37 Year 10 and 
Year 11 pupils went on a three day trip to the First World 
War Battlefields of Northern France and Belgium              
accompanied by Mr Nisbet, Mrs Sullivan, Mrs Bunting and 

Mrs Lord. 

The weekend was a fascinating, busy and tiring tour of WW1 
sites in some incredibly cold weather. We visited several 
cemeteries and battlefields, including real sections of        
existing trenches. 

The highlights of the trip were: 

 our school participating in the Last Post Ceremony at the 

Menin Gate and laying a wreath on behalf of Aldercar High 
School 

 our students researching a casualty from the Langley Mill   

area and placing a cross of remembrance next to their 
grave or memorial 

 visiting ‘Sanctuary Wood’ and the students exploring the 

real trenches and tunnels that have been preserved 

 donning a World War One helmet and touring ‘Wellington 

Quarry’ 

 visiting the best Chocolate shop in the world! 

As usual our students were a credit to both themselves and 

the school. The guide commented on how mature and           
interested they were and I am confident 
that they will all be able to write in more 
detail about a Regimental Aid Post in 
their exam after now visiting one. 

Year 8 and 9, it will be your turn next! 



 

During February Half Term, 47 students and 5 staff 
visited Tarvisio in the Dolomite mountain Range of 
Northern Italy. 

After a long but fun coach and ferry trip to get 
there, we arrived at the Hotel International which 
was our base for the week. 

We had 3 beginner groups and 1 intermediate group. 
Every day pupils were woken up by the classic hit 
'Who’s that knocking at my door' at 7am on the dot. 
After a quick, but delicious breakfast, we hit the 
slopes at 9am. The slopes were a short walk away 
from the hotel. 

Great progress was seen in all groups and everybody 
progressed to being able to ski proficiently. The    
Intermediate group even got to the top of Mount 
Lussari and tackled some of the more difficult red 
runs. To finish the week off, we had an Aldercar 
High School Slalom competition, which was won by  
Tyler Hicklin for the pupils and Miss Radford for the 
staff. 

All pupils commented about what fun they had but 
some struggled to adapt to the Italian cuisine and 
preferred the nights when we had English food such 
as chips and PIZZA! 

Also during the visit we went Ice Skating, visited the 
local town, had an end of trip disco and visited a         
delicious pizza restaurant. 

Launching soon will be the 2020 trip. Anybody who 
would like information about securing a place on this 
trip should see Mr Parry or Mr Travell. 



 

On 5th March 2018 a group of Post 16 ERS students left the Phoenix Centre to 
spend five days in Center Parcs. This was part of their COPE course which 
teaches them life skills, to be more independent and social skills. For some of 
the students it is their first time away from home.                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the students had a fantastic time. Here is what 
they had to say about it; 

“It was fantastic, enjoyed time with friends” - Kane  

“I loved Center Parcs. We got to go away with 
friends” - Katie 

“Good times . Swimming, bowling, golfing, pool,   
walking” - Becky 

“I really enjoyed Center Parcs, especially being able 
to try different food and drinks” - Conor 

“Center Parcs was amazing. This helps us to become 
more independent” - Charlie 



The power of social media was used in         
Aldercar school to support America’s Florida 
school shooting in February 2018. 

Students in Year 9 organised a flash mob      
event and stood silently in the freezing cold 
to remember the 17 children who died in the    
American school shooting. 

The students stood united with students 
around the world to ask for bans on sales of 
guns.  

The school has for a few years offered an on-line payments system called 
Wisepay as an option to parents when paying 
for school trips and activities. 

What this means for you: 

School no longer accepts cash or cheque payments from parents/
students for school activities (this does not affect topping up dinner     
money, however. You can use Wisepay to do this).  

All students have been issued with a username & password in the past. If 
you require a copy please email Wisepay@aldercarhigh.co.uk or call the       
finance office on 01773 712477 extension 012. 

If you have any concerns about moving on to this system for any reason 
please speak to the Finance team on the above number and they will be   
happy to help you. 

Certificates have been given out in a Special Rewards Assembly for students 
who have had 100% attendance for each of the last half terms.  

Every student who each week has 100% attendance is entered into a draw to 
receive a £5 voucher. Like a lottery style draw each week if it is not won 
the prize increases by £5. 

Well done to all winners so far.  

#enough. 



 

January saw Aldercar High School take part in the Under 15 Boys Table    
Tennis Tournament. Despite Liam Shelton beating every other person       
present in his category, the team sadly came last overall.  Credit to Charlie 
Wilson, Josh Jennison and Josh Simpson for their efforts. 

First up in February was the Under 15 Girls Basketball. A valiant effort saw 
the Year 9 girls, who all had vaccinated arms, playing in a Year 10 tournament 
and coming 3rd. Well done to all the girls who took part. 

On February 3rd, Skye and Drew Kelsey took part in 
the Derbyshire District Cross Country               
Championships at Tupton Hall School (in the snow and 
freezing cold rain!) and ran their socks off. Drew 
came 45th and Skye came 44th respectively in their 
races.  Well Done! 

Also in February, after 2 postponements, the Year 7 boys finally got games 
against our local schools in very testing and very very cold conditions. 

They did very well with a 1-0 win over Heanor Gate, a draw to a very good 
Belper team, a loss to Swanwick 2-0 and they thrashed Ripley Academy 6-0.       
This puts them in a very good position in the next tournament round. 

And so into March and the Year 9 Netball team attended the District     
Tournament at Swanwick Hall School.  

Team members were: 

Morgan Phillips, Jasmine Keeling, Kara & Elisabeth Hughes, Skye Kelsey,  
Hannah Hart, Lauren Voce and Eleanor Denman.  

Scores below: 

AHS V David Nieper         6-1 

AHS V Swanwick Hall       3-6 

AHS V Belper                   2-2 

AHS V Ripley Academy     5-2 

AHS V Ecclesbourne       0-10 

AHS V John Flamstead    4-6 

The team played really well (in the rain) and represented the school         
brilliantly!  
 

Well done to all our students, Keep up the great effort and team spirit. 

Bring on the next competitions! 



 

In February 1918 the Government passed the   
Representation of the People Act. This changed 
the right to vote in Parliamentary elections to all 
men over the age 21 and women over the age of 
30 who owned property. This act extended the 
franchise to 8.4 million women and marks a      
significant milestone in the history of women’s 
rights.   

In order to celebrate the 100-year anniversary 
of this act and engage students in a debate over 
equality and women’s rights, pupils have been    
learning in PHSE the reasons why women were     
finally given the right to vote, looking at the       
Impact of the Suffragettes, Suffragist’s and 
WWI.  Pupils have then been considering the      
extent to which women’s rights have changed in 
the last 100 years.  This has taken the format of 
debate and discussion over who are society’s 
‘wonder women’ and how these women have         
advanced women’s rights.  Pupils were tasked with 
researching the significance of different          
candidates culminating in a vote to crown 
‘Aldercar High School’s Wonder Woman’.  

The pupils have debated the merits of each    
candidate and have even suggested women that 
they believe should have been considered for the 
vote. All pupils completed a ballot and with a total 
of 25% of the final vote the students decided 
that Malala Yousafazi was the most significant  
individual.  

 

 

 

1st Place 

2nd Place 3rd Place 



 

RSPCA 

Howitt House have voted to   
support the RSPCA as their   

charity this year. Students will 
be raising money throughout 

the summer term starting with 
an Easter Egg Raffle! 

What do the RSPCA do? 

They were the first to introduce a law to protect animals and they work 
hard to ensure that all animals can live free from pain and suffering.  

 Speak up. Through their campaigns they raise standards of care and 
awareness of issues and rely on your support to help them push for law 
changes and improving the welfare of animals on farms, in labs, the wild, 
paddocks or our homes.  
  

 Stand up. Through investigations and prosecutions they stand up to those 
who deliberately harm animals to send out a clear message - they will not 
tolerate animal abuse. Their highly trained officers tackle neglect and 
cruelty on every level working to stamp out large-scale serious, organised 
and commercial animal cruelty. 
  

 Be counted. Animals can rely on them to rescue them when they need 
them most. To rehabilitate them wherever possible, provide them with the 
very best veterinary care and to find them new homes, either through           
rehoming or release. 

https://www.rspca.org.uk/getinvolved/campaign
https://www.rspca.org.uk/whatwedo/endcruelty/changingthelaw
https://www.rspca.org.uk/whatwedo/endcruelty/changingthelaw
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare
https://www.rspca.org.uk/whatwedo/endcruelty/investigatingcruelty
https://www.rspca.org.uk/whatwedo/endcruelty/prosecution
https://www.rspca.org.uk/whatwedo/endcruelty/investigatingcruelty/organised
https://www.rspca.org.uk/whatwedo/endcruelty/investigatingcruelty/organised
https://www.rspca.org.uk/whatwedo/endcruelty/rescue
https://www.rspca.org.uk/whatwedo/care/rehabilitation
https://www.rspca.org.uk/whatwedo/care/vetcare
https://www.rspca.org.uk/findapet/rehomeapet
https://www.rspca.org.uk/whatwedo/care/release


The first competition of the new term 
comprised of Year 7 students creating 
stalagmites, Year 8 and Year 9        
students building circuits. Year 10    
students constructed molecular models 
and Year 11 students balanced       
equations. 

Stand out performances in the competition were; 

 Shipley House in the Year 7 stalagmite creation who made a stalagmite 
measuring almost 10cm! 

 Gregg producing an excellent performance in constructing molecular   
models but they were just beaten by Shipley. 

 Hannah Clarke produced an excellent result winning the Year 11 balancing 
equation competition in which she was answering A-Level questions. 

 Morgan Phillips and Scarlett Parker who thrashed everyone at building    
circuits for the year 8 and 9 competition.  

  

Well done to everyone who took part!

December 13th 2017 saw our Maths House challenge at lunchtime.              
Students had to remember as many of the numbers after the decimal point 
of Pi as they could. 

The results were amazing with some outstanding performances. 

Year 7 overall winners - Howitt 

Year 8 overall winners - Shipley 

Year 9 overall winners - Shipley 

Year 10 overall winners - Gregg 

Overall 1st place was Rebecca Stacey remembering an   
incredible 420 numbers. Wow! 

Thank you to the maths department! 

Going into the half term Ormonde were just pegging Shipley with Howitt in 
3rd and Gregg in 4th. Over this half term we have had: a fantastic Science   
competition, Key Stage 3 girls and boys Indoor Football: Key Stage 4 boys 
and girls Indoor Football, followed by a Languages Spanish themed quiz. 



The indoor football competitions produced some fantastic performances with 
games being played 6 a side. Gregg Key Stage 4 girls only played with four      
students and still managed to win their individual competition. 

We had a bit of controversy in which a goal was scored on the final whistle of 
a game but was ruled out as a no goal by Ormonde. This inevitably led to Mr. 
Travell to check the official FIFA rules. Nevertheless the no goal decision was 
final. The overall winners of the competition were Shipley, followed by        
Ormonde, then Howitt and Gregg in joint 3rd place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Languages House Challenge saw five students from each House taking 
part in a Spanish Quiz. The results were as follows: 

1st place: Shipley 

2nd place: Ormonde 

3rd place: Gregg 

4th place: Howitt 

Thanks to the Languages Department for organising this Challenge. 

Going into the final competition of the half term, the standings for the 
2017/2018 house competition are as follows; 

First place - Ormonde - 43 house points. 

Second Place - Shipley - 42 house points . 

Third place - Howitt - 35 house points. 

Fourth place - Gregg - 31 house points. 

Since September we have also taken into account half term attendance 
figures and parents evening attendance. These scores have been added 
to the scores mentioned above. 

Get ready for our next Challenges. Everything could change yet! 



Phase 2 of Aldercar High School’s new build is now 
open and classrooms are fully operational. 

This is the new location of the English,             
Mathematics, Languages, Music and Humanities   
lessons, as well as the library, Learning Support and 
First Aid areas. 

The classroom spaces are a good size and well lit as 
there are many windows. Even the corridors feel 
light and spacious. 

The groundworks are well underway, with new        
pathways and parking areas being surfaced. The old 
tennis courts, which have been used as temporary 
parking, will be resurfaced so they can once again 
be used by the PE department. The grounds will be    
landscaped, making a nice outdoor area for students 
which will be completely secure.  



Why is that building there…… 

Over the past few months the old     
English/Maths block to the rear of     
Aldercar 1 was demolished. The      
classrooms to the rear of that building 
(that used to be MFL) have been         
retained. 

Over Easter, two of those classrooms 
will be refurbished. They will become        
additional areas where students can go 
and eat their lunch.  Over the Summer Term they will also provide additional 
space for exams. The third classroom will be used for storage. 

In front of the block the area will be resurfaced and will have four holes cut 
out for new trees to go in to create a nice outdoor space for students to eat 
in.  The dining furniture on the lower tarmac area will be taken back up on to 
that higher level. 

I guess at some point we should give ‘the block’ a name…………. We are            
interested in any suggestions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steps 

The set of steps that are located between the retained block (mentioned 
above) and the lower tarmac area will be repaired and new handrails will be put 
in to replace the old brown ones. 

The steps near the sports hall will be blocked off and new ones will be put in 
at the opposite corner – close to the lower entrance to Aldercar 1.  New     
railings will replace the old brown ones which extend along from the steps. 



 Event Date 
Sports Relief / Last day of term 23rd March 

Easter holiday 26th March-6th April 

Students return to school / House Challenge - Dodgeball 9th April 

House council meeting 18th April 

Year 7 Parents evening 19th April 

School council meeting 25th April 

Bank holiday school closed 7th May 

House Challenge - SLT 8th May 

First exam on common timetable 14th May 

Last day of half term 25th May 

Half term 28th May-1st June 

Students return 4th June 

Year 7 Assessment week 11th June 

Sports celebration evening / Parent partnership 14th June 

Year 12 UCAS exhibition 15th June 

School closes to students at 1.45pm-Year 9 Tutor Review 18th June 

Year 10 Geography trip 20th June 

Year 13 leavers meal 22nd June 

Year 10 and year 12 exams start 25th June 

Last exam on common timetable 26th June 

Year 11 Prom 29th June 

School closes to students at 1.45pm-Year 8 Tutor review /   
Year 11 Post-16 Induction day 3rd July 

Year 10 and Year 12 exams end / Year 11 Post-16 Induction day 4th July 

Year 6 Transition day and evening 5th July 

Post-16 ERF Skegness Trip / Year 10 Work Experience 9th July-13th July 

Ormonde Celebration Evening 9th July 

Gregg Celebration Evening 10th July 

Sports Day 12th July 

Howitt Celebration Evening 16th July 

Shipley Celebration Evening 17th July 

Alton Towers Trip / Year 12 End of Year visit 19th July  

Last Day of Term 20th July 

Summer Holidays 23rd July-31st August 

Summer Exam Result Day-Key Stage 5 16th August 

Summer Exam Result Day-Key Stage 4 23rd August 


